











THOMISTIC PHILOSOPHY

Disinterestedness

Once we grant that virtue is the rational means
to happiness, and vice the irrational rejection of this
means, we are bound to conclude that virtye
produces happiness and vice unhappiness. Those
who deny sanctions either have a different idea of
morality, and then we must argue with them on
more {undamental points, or else they imagine that
the means and the end are not interdependent—that
you can arrive in London when travelling towards
Berlin, and that the right road leads nowhere.
What people like to call disinterestedness is really
only a refusal to attribute to virtue its justification,
and to law its dependence on being.

Natwral and Other Worldly Sanctions

~ There are people who declare that the earthly
results, interior or exterior, of virtue and vice are
sufﬁc?cnt to satisfy us. We reply that they are not
sufficient, because they are precarious, and because
moral laxity co-exists with moral effort, although
we like their realist and objective peint of view.
Virtue is made to serve: it is a means, not an end.
We respect life because of its value, we guard health
because we value it, we study because we value
knowledge, we are just because we value peace.
Similarly we act virtuously because we value
happiness,

The outcome of our actions in this world, the
arrival of means at their end, is too limited and
precarious to satisfy our moral conscience or our
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idea of order. We have rejected Aristotle’s
optimism and substituted a Christian optimism that
is thoroughly philosophical, since it is based onm
truths such as the existence of God, Providence and
eternal life, which may be proved independently of
Revelation. The fact that there iz a providential
God is a divine gnarantee that wvirtue will be
rewarded, while the existence of a future life makes
possible that ultimate and perfect happiness which
the world cannot give,

These are the principles of the Thomistic doctrine
of sanctions, a doctrine too complicated to be treated
here in full. Its fundamental notion rules out all
recompense which is extrinsic to the effort, and it
identifies it with the normal result, the natural out-’
come or end of our actions.

Just as in a true sense Thomistic morality is a
morality without obligation, so, in the same sense,
it is a morality without sanction. It repudiates the
legalism of Kant or Scotus, and takes its stand
on the philosophy of dependent beings. It makes
sanction not an extrinsie recompense, but the effect
of our normal intrinsic action, under the protecting
guidance of God.

THE END






